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British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES. 


A Ministry of Health. 
De. App1son, Minister of Reconstruction, announced on 
October 1st that proposals for the constitution of a 
Ministry of Health had been examined by the Cabinet 
Committee for Home Affairs, and had been passed by it to 
the War Cabinet for consideration. In this connexion it 
may be recalled that on November 29th, 1917, Dr. 
Addison, to whom this matter had been entrusted by the 
‘Cabinet, asked that a few representatives of the British 
Medica! Association should have an informal conversation 
with him on the subject of a Ministry of Health. At the 
interview which took place on December 7th he indicated 
the general position of the Government, and discussed with 
those present the details of a bill which had been drafted by 
his department. Dr. Addison was supplied with the scheme 
for a Ministry of Health which the Association had drawn 
up; and an explanatory memorandum setting out the 
views of the Association was forwarded to lim in the last 
week of the year. ‘These steps were reported to the 
Association in the annual report of Council, and were dis- 


cussed at the last Annual Representative Megting. In | 


view of public statements to the effect that material | 


changes have been made in the draft Government bill, 
the Medical Secretary lately requested the Minister of 
Reconstruction to give the British Medical Association an 
opportunity of considering the proposed alterations. Dr. 
Addison at once acquiesced, and as we go tv press a 
conference is being held between the Minister and the 
Ministry of Health Committee of the Association. 


Remuneration of Medical Referees. ; 
The Medico-Political Committee of the British Medical 
Association has under consideration the question of the 


-reruuneration of medical referees appointed by the 


Ministry of Pensions, and will be glad to know whether 
medical practitioners who hold such appointments con- 
sider that the payment now made for the necessary 
examinations and reports is adequate in respect of the 
amount of work entailed. Information on this matter 
should be forwarded to the Medical Secretary, 429, Strand, 
London, W.C.2. 


Insurance Companies and Certificates of Death. 
“he attention of the Medico-Political Committee has 
been drawn to cases in which medical practitioners have 
been asked by insurance companies to give their opinion 
as to what was the state of the health of deceased members 
some months prior to their death. In some of these cases a 
fee of 10s. 6d. has been offered for supplying such informa- 


tion, which it was intimated would be regarded as private 


and confidential. The Committee wishes it to be known 
that in its opinion medical practitioners should dectine: to 


furnish information as to .the previous health of persons 


whowere insured without medical examiuation and who 
have since died. 


Association Notices. 


MEETING OF COUNCIL. . » 
Tue next Meeting of Council wiil be held on Wednesday, 
October 23rd, in the Council Room, 429, Strand, London, 
W.C. 2.—By order, 
W. E. Warne, 


Acting Financial Secretary and Business Manager. 
October 3rd, 1918. 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL, 1919-20, BY 
BRANCHES OUTSIDE THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


NOTICE is hereby given that, in accordance with By-law 49, 
nominations of candidates for election as members of 
Council by the grouped Branches outside the United 
Kingdom for a period not exceeding three years, as pre- 
scribed by By-law 52 (2), must be forwarded in writing so 
as to reach me on or before February 15th, 1919. 

Nomination papers may be signed by not less than three 
members of any Branch comprised in the group, and must 
be in the form prescribed below or in a form to the like 
eifect. 

Election will be by voting papers, which will contain the 
names of all duly nominated candidates, and will be issued 
from the head office in London to each member of each 
Branch comprised in the group. 

By order of the Council, 
W. E. WARNE, 
Acting Financial Secretary and Business Manager. 

423, Strand, London, W.C.2, 

October 12th, 1918. 
NOMINATION Form. 
By not less than Three Members of the Grouped Branches. 

We, the undersigned, hereby OF cee cee 
(Fuil name and address must be given| as a candidate for election by 
the (here state the names of the Branches in the group) Branches as a 
member of the Council of the Association. 


‘ —- and addresses of nominators, and Branches to which they 
elong. 

Signature and 

This form should be forwarded to the Acting Financial Secretary 
and Eusiness Manager, 429, Strand, London, W.C.2, so as to be 
received not later than February 15th, 1919. 

Not later than the second week in June, 1919, a notice of the result 
of the election will be published in the JournNaL. 


GROUPING OF BRANCHES NOT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM FOR 
REPRESENTATION ON COUNCIL OF ASSOCIATION, 
1919-20. No. to be 


elected. 
South Australian, Tasmanian, Victorian, Western Australian 1 
New South Wales, Queensland ad 


Barbados, Bermuda, British Guiana, Grenada, Halifax 
(Nova Scotia), Jamaica, Leeward Islands, Montreal, 
St. John (New Brunswick), Saskatchewan, Toronto, 
Assam, Baluchistan, Bombay, Burma, Ceylon, Hyderabad 
and Central Provinces, Punjab, South Indian and Madras’ 1 
Hong Kong and China, Malaya 1 
Border (South Africa), Cape of Good Hope (Eastern), Cape of 
Good Hope (Western), East Africa and Uganda, Egyptian, 
Gibraltar, Griqualand West, Malta and Mediterranean, 
N+ tal Coastal, Natal Inland, Orange Free State, Pretoria, 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD. - 


SourH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH: MONMOUTH- 
SHIRE Division.—Dr. R. J. 8S. Verity, Honorary Secretary 
(Garndiffaith, near Pontypool), gives notice that the next 
meeting of the Division will be held at Abergavenny on Thurs- 
day, October 3lst, at 3.15 p.m. 
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Dabal and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 

Tux following notifications are announced‘ by the Admiralty :— 
Surgeon-General G. Welch, C.B., has been placed on the retired list. 
Surgeon-General A. G. Wildey to Haslar Hospital. Deputy Surgeon- 
Generals: J. H. Stenhouse to Gibraltar Hospital; W. Bett, M.V.O., 
to Plymouth Hospital; E. C. Lomas, D.S.0.,C.B., to R.N, Barracks, 
Portmouth. Staff Surgeon G. L. Buckeridge to the Dido. Tem- 
porary Surgeons: H. 8S. Martyn to the Inflexible; T. E. Francis to 
R.N. Hospital, Plymouth; R. B. Boston to the Mars. 


Royan NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 


Surgeons D. J. Williamson to the Temeratre; F. W. Moflitt to the | 


Cossack. 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Lieut.-Colonel J. F. Martin, C.M.G., to be a temporary Deputy 
Assistant Director-General. 


Royau ARMy MEpDIcAL Corps. 

Temporary honorary Lieut.-Colonel Sir John Bland-Sutton (Major 
R.A.M.C.T.F.), relinquishes his honorary commission on reposting. 

Majors H. F. Shea, D.S.O., and M. C. Wetherell relinauish the 
acting rank of Lieut.-Colonel on reposting. 

Temporary Major J. A. Wait (Lieut.-Colonel R.G.A., T.F.) to be 
temporary Lieut.-Colonel. 

Captain M. P. Leahy relinquishes the acting rank of Lieut.-Colonel. 

Captain H. C. D. Rankin to be acting Lieut.-Colonel whilst in 
command of a medical unit. 

To be acting Majors: Temporary Major P. Turner; temporary 
Captains V. F. Soothill, T. A. Lawder, H. F. N. Scotti, H. Pringle, 
A. Manuel, P. Moran. 

The notification in the London Gazette of September 12th, 1918, 
regarding temporary Captain G. D. Laing is cancelled. 

Temporary Captain W.M. Fergusson relinquishes his commission 
on account of ill health, and is granted the honorary rank of Captain 
(substituted for notification in the London Gazette, July 17th, 1918). 

The notifications in the London Gazette of August 28th, 1918, and 
November 27th, 1917, regarding temporary Captain Archibald Ramsay 
and temporary Lieutenant Alexander G. McKenley respectively are 
cancelled. 

The name of temporary Captain G. B. Moffatt is as now described 
and not as in the London Gazette of June Ist, 1917. 

Lieutenant (temporary Captain) G. H. Haines, M.C., to be Captain. 

Late temporary Captains granted the honorary rank of Captain: 
H. W. Doll, G. A. Borthwick, F. McE. Sinclair. 

Officers relinquish their comimissions:—Temporary Majors: C. B. 
Heald, F. F. Muecke. Temporary Captains; E. F. Thomas, J. R. Dick, 
W. Corbet (on account of ill health contracted on active service, and 
is granted the honorary rank of Captain), J. McIntyre, L. 8. Hooper, 
H. P. Helsham, G. Munro (on account of ill health, and is granted the 
honorary rank of Captain), J. Muckart (on account of ill health, and 
is granted the honorary rank of Lieutenant), W. S. Foote, E. Mac- 
millan, G. A. Barss. Temporary Lieutenants: F. W. Maunsell! and 


NAVAL AND MILITARY APPOINTMENTS. 


12, 1918 

BritisHy Wrst INpdiES REGIMENT. 

is as now described and notas in the London Gazette of 

and July 9th, 1918. January 


TERRITORIAL FORCE. 
_. Army MEDIcaL Corps. 

Major T. H. Ionides and Captain E. R. Clarke are seconded for d 

ajor A. V. Ford relinquishes his commission on acco ; 

health and is granted the honorary rank of Major. unt of 

Captain (temporary Major) A. A. S. Skirving, C.M.G., relinquish 
his temporary rank and is restored to the establishment. ee 

Captain (acting Major) J. Dundas relinquishes his acting rank 9 
vacating the appointment of Deputy Assistant Director of Medical 
Services. 

Captain (acting Major) J. A. Bell, M.C., relinquishes his acting rank 
on ceasing to be specially employed. 

Captains to beacting Majors whilst specially employed: 4, w 
Harrington (and remain seconded), J. R. Menzies. ee 

Captain W. Gough is restored to the establishment. 

Captain A. MacGillivray, from a general hospital, to be Captain, 


VOLUNTEER FORCE. 
Cheshire R.A.M.C.(V.).—Temporary Lieutenant M. Young to be 
A.M.CAV.).—H 
ity o, undee R.A.M.CA(V.).—H. M. McHoul to b 
Lieutenant. 
Glamorganshire R.A.M.C.(V.}.—H. Davies-Jones to be temporary 


Lieutenant. 


A. W. Musson (on account of ill health, and are granted the honorary 


a of Lieutenant), C. J. G. Exley (on account of ill health), J. S. 
impson. 

Temporary Lieutenants to be temporary Captains; C. P. Strong, A. 
Mills, E. Macmillan, A. Lowndes, I. H. L'petz, W. P. Lowe, ©. H. 
Ripman, E. L. Holland, T. Drysdale, J. F. Allan, A.B. Waller, R. C. W. 
Spence, F. H. Whyte, J. T. Grierson, W. M. Thomson, C. W. Alford, 
T. C. Hynd, W. Bain, S. W. Green, W. Lock, G. Price, J. C. Ogilvie, 
F. C. Mason, J. Findlay, G. A. Crowley, W. P. Bonner, A. J. D. 
Cameron, R. H. Calvert, J. B. H. Beatty, S. K. Hutton, A. R. Moir, 
D. H. Trail, H. M. Johnston, T. F. Ryan, F. P. B. MacTavish, J. G. 
Lessey, J. Macnamara, J. Magner, W. Murphy, P. D. Maclean, R. W. H. 
Meredith, W. H. C. Patrick, H. E. Alexander, A. H. L, Thomas, S. M. 
Green, D. Wardrop, J. B. C. Brockwell, A. B. Fearnley, T. J. D. 
Quigley, G. R. Harcourt, S. E. Cathcart, T. A. Clarke, H. H. James, 
I. C. Mackenzie, C, Murray, S. Vosper, H. F. Powell. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE. 
MEDICAL BRANCH. 


The following officers to take seniority from April I1st:—Lieut.- | 


Colonels: R. H. Mornement, precedence next below H. H. Southey; 
W.H. Pope, precedence next below R. H. Mornement; N.J. Roche, 
precedence next below F. L. M. Boothby; J. St. J. Murphy, precedence 
next below C, A. Ward; H. Cooper, D.S.O., precedence next below 
Cc. F. Pollock. Majors (temporary Lieut.-Colonels): H. F. Horne, pre- 
eedence next below G. H. Padley; H. C. T. Langdon, precedence 
next below C.S. MacNab. Captain (temporary Lieut.-Colonel) R. P. 
Williams, precedence next below E. P. Plenty. Captains (temporary 
Majors): C. H. S. Taylor, precedence next below F. C. Jenkins; 
J. McIntyre, precedence next below P. E. L. Gethin. Captains: 
A. L. George, precedence rext below R. H. Woods; A. P. Woollright, 
precedence next below D. Thomson; A. P. Bowdler, precedence next 
be'ow E. W. Leggatt; A. G. Graham, precedence next below W. B. 
Stuart; H. L. H. Greer, precedence next below A. H. O’H. Wood; C.S. 
Glegg, precedence next below W. A. McClatchie; A. T. Williamson, 
precedence next below T. G. Baxenden. 

Major C. H. S. Taylor to be temporary Lieut.-Colonel whilst specially 
cinployed. 

Granted temporary commissions:—As Captain: C. D. H. Corbett 
Gate Captain R.A.M.C.) and to be temporary Lieut.-Colonel whilst 
specially employed. As Lieutenants: W. J. Lytle, A. Parker, G. M. 
Wishart. 


SPECIAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
RoyaL ARMY MEDICAL CoRPs. 

Captain A. H. Habgood, D.S.O., relinquishes the acting rank of 
Lieut.-Colonel and reverts to the acting rank of Major (with pay and 
allowances of his substantive rank). 

Captain S. J. Steward, D.S.O., relinquishes the acting rank of Major 
on reposting. 

OV=RSEAS CONTINGENTS. 
CANADIAN ARMY Mé&DICAL Corps. 

Temporary Captain (acting Major) F. C. Clarke to be temporary 
Major. 

<i Captain H. C. Mersereau to be acting Major while 
specially employed. 


Printed and published by the British Medical Association at their Oilice, No. 429, Strand, iu the Parieh of St. Martin-u-the-Fields, in the Couuty of London, 


Kent R.A.M.C.(V.).—To be temporary Majors: W. F. Umney, 4 
Tennyson-Smith (late Captain R.A.M.C.). To be temporary Captains: 
J. A. Meeke, J. M. Bennion (late Lieutenant R.A.M.C.). : 

Lancashire announcements regarding Dr. H,p 
Bates published in the London Gazette of July 9th. 1918. and January 
16th, 1918, under this heading and under the heading 7th Battaiioy 
Lancashire Volunteer Regiment respectively are both cancelled, 
B. Browning to be Lieutenant. 

of London R.A.M.CAV.).—G. W. Isaac to be temporary Liey. 
enant. 

Northumberland R.A.M.C.(V.).—Temporary C:ptain W. S. Frage 
resigns his commission. 


EXCHANGE. 
R.A.M.C, Exchange.—Ophthalmic specialist stationed near London, 
leave once a month, would like to exchange to France.—Addreg 
No. 3950, BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL Office, 429, Strand, W.C.2. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS, 
The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, ant 
Deaths is 6s., which sum should be forwarded with tie notice 
not later than the jirst post on Wednesday morning in order io 
ensure insertion in the current issue. 


DEATHS. 


Bennrtt.—At Oakleigh,’’ Abertillery, Mon., on October 5th, Eliz 
beth Mary Duguid, the wife of Dr. C. Gordon Bennett, aged 47. 

KeitaH.—On October 2nd. at Kinnermit, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, 
Robert Donald Keith, M.A., M.D.Aberd., formerly Principal of 
the King Edward VII Medical School, Singapore, aged 41. 


On Active Service. 

O’FLiynn.—Died of wounds in France on September 24th, 1918, Lieu 
tenant M. J. O’Flynn, M.D., R.A.M.C., Northamptonshire Regi- 
ynent, aged 38 years, beloved husband of Mrs. F. E. O’Ftynn,ot 
Neath, Glamorgan. R.I.P. : 


DIARY FOR THE WEEK, 
MONDAY. ; 


MepicaL Society oF Lonpon, 1l, Chandos Street, W.1.-8 pm, 
Annual General Meeting. 8.30 p.m., Presidential Address by 


Major A. F. Voelcker, R.A.M.C.(T.), M.D., to be followed bya — 


Demonstration on Degeneration in Art, Science, and Literature, 
by Dr. T. B. Hyslop. \ 
FRIDAY. 


RoyaL COLLEGE OF PHysicians, Pall Mall East, §8.W., 4 pm— 
Harveian Oration by Dr. Percy Kidd. 

RoyaL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C., 5 p.n— 
Demonstration by Professor A. Keith: Nerve Suture and Nerve 
Regeneration. 


RoyAL SocIeETY OF MEDICINE.—Tuesday, 5 p.m., General Meeting of 
Fellows: Installation of new President, Sir Humphry Rollesion, 
K.C.B., M.D. Section of History of Medicine, Wednesday, 5 p.in.:- 
Presidential Address by Mr. D’Arcy Power. Dr. Charles Singer: 
From Tradition to Observation: a Chapter in the Histor. of 
Anatomy (with lantern slides). Section of Dermatology, Thurs 
day, 4.30 p.m.: Cases. Section of Electro-Therapeutics, Friday, 
8.30 pm.: Presidential Address by Mr. C. R.C. Lyster. Demon 
stration by Sir James Mackenzie Davidson: Stereoscopic Tech- 
nigue, with practical demonstration. 


DIARY OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


Date. Meetings to be Held. 


OcTOBER. 

15 Tues. Meeting of Profession arranged by Metropolitan Counties 
Branch to discuss a Ministry of Health and the Future 
of the Medical Profession, Toplady Hall (Whitefield’s), 
Tottenham Court Road, W., 4 p.m. 

16 Wed. London: Finance Committee, 2.30 p.m. 

i. London: Central Ethical Committee, 2 p.m. 

23 Wed. London: Council Meeting. 

24 Thur. London: Conference of Local Medical and Panel Com 
mittees, Connaught Rooms, Great Queen Street, Londo, 
W.C., 10 a.m. 

31 Thur. Monmouthshire Division, Abergavenny, 3.15 p.m. 
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